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Leeds firefighter’s
debut novel

LEEDS firefighter Julian Wilkes
has just published his first novel
The Heat on the Street. He
wrote the book over a period of
four years during days off and
balanced it with looking after
his young daughter.
Wilkes describes the novel as
a romantic comedy adventure
about a language teacher’s
quest to find his one true
love. The book is available at
Amazon, Waterstones, WH
Smiths, Foyles and Blackwells
priced £8.99.

PREVIEW
Ryedale Book Festival is gearing up for another
fun-filled weekend this year. Festival director
Sarah Tyson spoke to Yvette Huddleston.
WE are very lucky in Yorkshire
to have a number of excellent
literature festivals around the
region – and one of the more
recently founded returns for
another packed weekend of
events in Malton this October.
“Ryedale Book Festival is
now in its fourth year,” says
festival director Sarah Tyson.
“We are a group of volunteers
who all share a love of reading
and books and we wanted
to reach people who live in
rural isolated communities.
It is very much a communitybased project. We wanted
the festival to be something
that the community here
in Ryedale would want and
could get involved in.”
That said, while the
festival is firmly rooted in its
community – with strong,
ongoing relationships with
many local partners and
sponsors – it is now looking to
also bring in book lovers from
further afield and this year
has received a grant from the
Arts Council to develop a new
website and to help build their
audience. “It has been quite
an organic development,”
says Tyson. “The festival has
got a really good vibe to it and
it feels like we are all pulling in
the same direction.”
A key aspect of the festival is
the all-year-round work that
it does with local children.
“The outreach programme
with schools is one of our core
objectives,” says Tyson. “And
last year we were delighted
that Michael Morpurgo came
to the festival to speak to
local children about his book
Private Peaceful. That event
involved 27 local schools
– some of which were tiny
schools in the North York
Moors and the Wolds.” Small
groups of delegates from each
school attended to take part
in a Q&A with Morpurgo and
the event was live-streamed to

all the participating schools.
A similar event has been
organised for this year with
award-winning children’s
author and creator of Charlie
and Lola, Lauren Child.
Tyson says that Morpurgo
has been very supportive
of the festival, sharing his
positive experience with
fellow writers and this year his
wife Clare will be attending,
speaking about her father
Sir Allen Lane who founded
Penguin Books 80 years ago.
Proceeds of the event will
go to the charity Farms for
City Children, established
by the Morpurgos. “We are
very excited about that,” says
Tyson. “And we will be doing
a related event which is a Hide
and Seek Trail of Penguin
classics around Malton town
centre.” Whoever finds the
most will win a set of Penguin
Little Black Classics.
“The festival is about
celebrating books and reading
and the spoken word in the
wider sense,” says Tyson.
“For example we have Su
Blackwell coming who creates
amazing 3D sculptures
from books and paper. She
has exhibited around the
world and she will be giving
a talk as well as running a
workshop where people will

5

The small world
of dollshouses

THE creators of one of the
world’s finest collection
of dollshouses – now on
permanent display at Newby
Hall – will be speaking and
signing their book at the stately
home in North Yorkshire.
World-renowned miniaturists
Caroline Hamilton and Jane
Fiddick have ammassed over 65
dollshouses over a period of 40
years. They will be signing copies
of their book Our Dollshouses
at Newby Hall on September 11
from 10.30am.

CHARTS
Paperbacks
MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: The Bookshop Band will be performing as part of the festival.

have the opportunity to make
something with her.” Young
artist, author and illustrator
Matt Sewell – who has been
described as ‘the Banksy of
the bird world’ – will also be
creating a piece of wall art
in Malton’s Castle Gardens
especially for the festival.
Crime fiction fans can look
forward to meeting Frances

CRIME FICTION: Frances Brody will be talking about her latest Kate
Shackleton mystery A Death in the Dales.
PICTURE: MARK BICKERDIKE

Brody, creator of the Kate
Shackleton mysteries, who
will be introducing her most
recent thriller A Death in the
Dales, set in North Yorkshire.
Other authors speaking about
their work include Carnegie
medal winner Melvin Burgess,
Lucy Foley discussing her
bestselling debut novel The
Book of Lost and Found
and Maggie Harcourt in
conversation about her book
The Last Summer of Us.
There are plenty of family
events including fairytales
and biscuit decorating with
the Camphill Village Trust
and bedtime stories in the
storytelling tent. Plus live
performances from the
Bookshop Band and poet and
mandolin player John Hegley.
“We are a really friendly
festival,” says Tyson. “It is
basically for anyone who loves
books – and there are lots of
events over the weekend that
you can dip in and out of.”

CELEBRATION OF ALL
THINGS LITERARY
VISITORS can visit the
Waterstones pop-up shop
in Malton Town Hall selling
books by all the festival
writers or find something
new by a talented local
writer at the festival’s
independent book fair.
The annual school story
project, coordinated by
artists Tabitha Grove and
Libby Pearson and featuring
10 local schools, will be on
display throughout the
weekend. This creative
writing opportunity enables
children to have their work
published in a real book.
n Ryedale Book Festival,
October 10-11. Various
venues around Malton. For
full programme details and
to book online visit www.
ryedalebookfestival.com

1 Village Of Secrets, Caroline
Moorehead
2 Paper Towns, John Green
3 The Enchanted April, Elizabeth von
Arnim
4 The Missing And The Dead, Stuart
MacBride
5 All The Bright Places, Jennifer Niven
6 Enchanted Forest, Johanna Basford
7 Girl Online, Zoe Sugg
8 Us, David Nicholls
9 Secret Garden, Johanna Basford
10 All the Light We Cannot See,
Anthony Doerr

Hardbacks
1 The Taming Of The Queen, Philippa
Gregory
2 Go Set A Watchman, Harper Lee
3 The Girl On The Train, Paula Hawkins
4 Hello Life, Marcus Butler
5 Early One Morning, Virginia Baily
6 Rick Stein: From Venice To Istanbul,
Rick Stein
7 Claude: Lights! Camera! Action!,
Alex T Smith
8 Katy, Jacqueline Wilson
9 Percy Jackson And The Greek
Heroes, Rick Riordan
10 The Fool’s Quest: Fitz And The Fool,
Robin Hobb
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To order a book, call the
Yorkshire Post Bookshop on
0800 0153232 or vist
yorkshirepostbookshop.co.uk

